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Title: Focusing on News Values

Overview and Rationale: Journalism students should know what are considered news values and why. They should be able to identify what makes events news and worthy of front-page coverage. It is essential that the students be able to identify why a story is considered newsworthy. This lesson will deal with some news values and what makes some news stories more newsworthy than others. 

Goals for Understanding: 

Students will be able to:

· identify news values and apply them to news stories

· compare stories using knowledge of news values 

Essential Questions:

· What makes a story?

· What makes a story newsworthy?

· What can make a story less than newsworthy?

Critical Engagement Questions:
· What makes the reader want to read the story?

· What makes the story interesting enough or important enough to be front-page?

· What must you have to grab the reader’s attention?

Activities
Activity One 

Getting the Facts Straight about News Values (30 minutes):

· Discuss news values as a class. Talk about what the values are and why they are important to news reporting. Use old copies of the school paper to discuss the news articles printed and why you think they were newsworthy. Make sure to cover all of the essential values and the questions: who, what, when, where, why, and how.

Activity Two 

Taking News Values to a Cooperative Level (30 minutes):

· Break the class up into groups of three students each. Give each student a handout with the values and the 6 important news questions. Give each group a copy of that day’s local newspaper and ask that they use the values and questions to determine why the stories on the front-page made it to the front-page. Each story should address each value and each question to the best of the group’s ability. Groups will discuss their answers the last 10 minutes of the activity.

Handout (Some News Values)

Activity Three

Putting Values into Practice (30 minutes):

· Keep class in the groups from previous activity. Send them out on campus to look for a news story idea or to brainstorm for ideas. This should be a set time of 15 minutes. Students should come back and write their ideas on paper to turn in. Their ideas should include reason for the importance of their news. They should answer why the news is newsworthy.
Assessment:

Students will be assessed on the following criteria:

· participation in class discussion

· participation in group work

· assigned news story idea based on the values discussed in class
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